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Chesney, in Ms famous expedition a century ago, reported
that the Euphrates was navigable on a latitude approxi-
mately ninety kilometers east of Aleppo, and that it could
be made na,vigable as far as Birejik. The present handi-
caps largely relate to shifting sand banks and to shallow
water; but these difficulties are not insurmountable.
Further information regarding the water supply is con-
tained in the chapter dealing with Irrigation.

HIGHWAYS  ASTD  ANIMAL TRANSPORT

The most famous caravan routes in the Ottoman Em-
pire were the pilgrim trails across the Arabian deserts
to the holy Mohammedan cities of Mecca and Al Madina
and to Karbala near the Euphrates river, and the three
grea.t trade highways known as Baghdad-Aleppo-Damas-
cus, Baghdad-Samsun, and Baghdad-Hamadan. These
routes, together with many of lesser importance, are
available for wheeled vehicles.

There are five main highways in Turkey-in-Asia. The
famous Baghdad highway from Samsun passes through
Amasia-Tokat-Sivas-Kharput-Diarbekr-Mosul. A second
important road is that along the Eregli-Kaisarieh-Mala-
tia-Kharput-Diarbekr-Mardin course. There is a fairly
good road between Sivas and Kaisarieh, and one from
Aleppo to Urfa and Diarbekr. The fifth highway is the
historical caravan route from Trebizond via Biaburt to
Erzernm, which has been adopted as a road for wheeled
vehicles since 1872. This last-mentioned road, which has
an average width "of eighteen feet, is kept in fairly good
condition, and despite heavy snows, is open to traffic most
of the year. Other roads in Anatolia, which have less
importance, however, are those from Kharput to Khozat,
Kharput to Egin, Unieh to Tokat, and Adalia to ElmalL
There is an exceedingly good road through the Cilician
gates from Eregli to Tarsus, crossed by a road running